Analysis of mycobacterial strains by two-dimensional gel electrophoresis.
This study pertains to analysis of the protein profile of different mycobacterial strains by two-dimensional gel electrophoresis (2DE). The strains were selected as they exhibit different phenotypic behaviour. TCA-acetone precipitated proteins were resolved by 2DE using immobilized pH gradient (IPG) strips. This study demonstrates that 2DE may be used as a tool for characterization of mycobacterial strains. Visual examination of the electrophoretograms was sufficient for characterization. Detailed characterization of specific proteins might lead to development of novel targets, diagnostic probes or sub-unit vaccine(s) against tuberculosis.